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else in the city, including in other federal build-
ings. However, USRC has asked the District 
of Columbia for a reduced Possessory Interest 
Tax assessment, a tax levied by the District 
on private businesses located in federal build-
ings. Yet USRC was given authority under the 
Union Station Redevelopment Act to negotiate 
lease agreements in this valuable property in 
order to ensure that the needs of Union Sta-
tion would be covered, but USRC has nego-
tiated a master retail lease that obligated 
USRC to pay half of any Possessory Interest 
Tax, thereby depriving USRC of significant 
funds that could be used for station mainte-
nance and improvements. USRC says that its 
payment of the Possessory Interest Tax would 
hinder its mission of maintaining and pre-
serving Union Station. The amount of the 
Possessory Interest Tax is small compared to 
Union Station’s needs and casts further doubt 
about USRC’s ability to meet its congressional 
mandate to make Union Station self-sup-
porting. 

Although USRC was created in 1984 to en-
sure that Union Station would be self-sus-
taining, it is impossible for Congress or the 
public to gauge the health and progress of 
USRC without a proper audit. Particularly 
today, when there are no federal funds to re-
habilitate Union Station, as Congress provided 
before, it is essential that we have a definitive 
and continuing view of the financial viability of 
Union Station, beginning with a full annual 
audit that is made available to Congress and 
to the public. 

Major planned development, ongoing nego-
tiations on the intercity bus deck and ques-
tions about USRC’s maintenance and needed 
improvements for Union Station make an offi-
cial annual audit essential. With nearly 90,000 
visitors passing through Union Station every 
day, Congress is obligated to track the finan-
cial condition of this great asset in order to 
protect the significant federal investment and 
to avoid another cycle of the disrepair that 
once led to the closure of the facility. The only 
responsible course is to require a full annual 
and public audit of this historic federal prop-
erty. 
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Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the House Floor today to offer my 
heartfelt congratulations to a wonderful 
Michiganian who is commonly referred to as 
‘‘America’s Master Handyman’’. When you 
think of home improvement shows in Detroit, 
Michigan, one might be quick to mention the 
popular TV sitcom of the 1990s, ‘‘Home Im-
provement’’ which featured Michigan native 
Tim Allen as Tim ‘‘The Toolman’’ Taylor. As 
you know, this was a fictional show and char-
acter. But what I bet many didn’t realize is 
this: there is a real home improvement expert 
who does exist in Detroit and has had one of 
the most successful careers long before Tim 
Allen hit our TV screens. 

His name, Mr. Speaker, is Glen Haege, 
known quite simply as ‘‘America’s Master 
Handyman’’. His name might sound familiar if 
you are or know someone who is a ‘‘do-it- 
yourselfer’’. Glen is a nationally renowned 
radio talk show host, television personality, au-
thor, and columnist. He offers people advice 
with any type of home improvement project 
and has an uncanny ability to answer any 
question posed to him. Not even the 
Toolman’s right-hand man, Al Borland, could 
hold a hammer to him. 

Glen’s training in the home improvement 
business started at the retail level where he 
worked as a store manager and a corporate 
manager. But Glen was a man destined for 
much larger audiences. 

His extraordinary talents recently earned 
him the very prestigious award presented by 
the Michigan Association of Broadcasters for 
his lifetime of accomplishments: Glen was in-
ducted into the Michigan Broadcasting Hall of 
Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, allow me to put this pres-
tigious award into perspective. Mr. Haege 
joins the ranks of the late great Detroit Tigers 
Broadcaster and Major League Hall of Famer, 
Ernie Harwell, and the company of other out-
standing individuals who have made a long 
and lasting impact on the industry and whose 
talents are never to be forgotten. He shares 
this rare distinction with people like Bob Rey-
nolds, Mike Whorff, Dick Purtan, Ray Lane, 
Diana Lewis, Mort Crim, Bill Bonds, Sonny 
Eliot and J.P. McCarthy just to name a few. 

Glen’s broadcasting career started in 1983 
by making appearances on several Detroit 
radio and TV shows offering insightful home 
maintenance techniques to those seeking as-
sistance. These appearances catapulted Glen 
to a new job hosting his own radio show in 
1987. He soon began taking on even more re-
sponsibilities as magazine writer and col-
umnist for the Detroit News. Glen’s polite, 
courteous and genuine caring personality al-
lowed him to add listeners and their trust to 
his ever-expanding and popular show, and 
more and more readers to his columns. 

Eventually in 1996, his show became na-
tionally syndicated and was one the best 
known home improvement shows in the coun-
try. His current program on WJR 760–AM, 
‘‘The Handyman Show with Glenn Haege’’, 
reaches over 1.3 million listeners a week and 
airs on 150 radio stations across the U.S. 

In addition to his own radio program, Glen 
stays extremely busy with the little spare time 
he has by producing television shows, appear-
ing on other radio stations offering free advice 
and tips, attending home improvement con-
ferences, authoring books, and serving as 
President and CEO of his own business, H&S 
Services. Yet he also finds the time to main-
tain his own website that helps him reach out 
to even more people seeking guidance on 
their home improvement projects. 

Glen is a great teacher and his considerable 
expertise helps countless people save time 
and money, inspires them to believe they can 
be ‘‘do-it-yourselfers’’ while also cautioning 
them that sometimes professionals are indeed 
the best option. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend Mr. Glen 
Haege on this most recent recognition as he 
joins the 2011 Class in the Michigan Broad-
casting Hall of Fame. I am very happy to see 
his hard work, dedication and commitment offi-
cially recognized by the Michigan Association 
of Broadcasters. 

Lastly, I want to personally congratulate 
Glen on this notable achievement and thank 
him on behalf of the scores of people he has 
helped by converting their homes into more 
comfortable, efficient and beautiful living 
spaces. We are very fortunate indeed to have 
this outstanding man living in our magnificent 
state, and I am very proud to call him my con-
stituent and friend. 
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Joe Countryman as he retires from 
his position as President of MBK Engineers. 
Through his work as an expert engineer, he 
has protected numerous regions of California, 
including Sacramento and the Central Valley, 
from flooding. Over the last 45 years, his engi-
neering excellence has safeguarded the lives, 
homes and businesses of millions of Califor-
nians. I ask all my colleagues to join me today 
in honoring a true leader of the Sacramento 
community. 

In the Sacramento area, flooding is of para-
mount concern to all of us. Joe’s work has 
been crucial to protecting us from disaster, 
first as a senior civilian at the Army Corps of 
Engineers and then as the President of MBK 
Engineers. In 1986, during the historic storms, 
he managed the Folsom Reservoir flood oper-
ations for the Army Corps of Engineers. His 
decisions and resolve helped avoid a potential 
disaster for hundreds of thousands of resi-
dents in Sacramento along the American 
River, as a catastrophic flood threatened our 
dams and levees. Since then, he has worked 
to improve flood control operations at Folsom 
Reservoir, Oroville Dam, Shasta Dam, and 
other critically important sites across the West-
ern United States. He has been influential in 
countless other projects not only in California, 
but also in Nevada, Utah, and Colorado. 

Since I was elected, I have turned to Joe for 
his advice on a number of flood protection 
projects. Mr. Countryman is known not only for 
his incredible work in his field, but for his in-
tegrity and ability to communicate complex en-
gineering and hydraulic information to the pub-
lic. He has received many honors, including 
the Award of Merit from San Jose State Uni-
versity, the Commander’s Award for Distin-
guished Service by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, and the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers’ Region 9 Lifetime Achievement Award. 
He is a member of the American Society of 
Engineers, the Flood Plain Managers Associa-
tion, the Environmental and Water Resources 
Institute, and has been acknowledged as a 
Diplomate Water Resources Engineer for the 
American Academy of Water Resources Engi-
neers. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize and 
thank Joe Countryman for his remarkable 
service not only to Sacramento, but to many 
other communities throughout the nation, and 
for his innovation and accomplishments in the 
field of engineering. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Mr. Countryman on 
his service and retirement. His expertise will 
certainly be missed. 
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